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Applying Digital Technology to an Oral History
Ph.D Project

— — Conclusions
T — Background to the study
proas e — Lessons learned
. | — The Local Dance Band Scene
R — Future plans

— The Research Project
— Planning & project management

— Data acquisition, processing &
storage
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— Coding and analysis

— Visualisation and presentation

—  Writing up




Background — Humanities and
Sclences

B.Sc. Physics & Music -> M.Sc. Computation

Popular Music degree

—  Member of planning team for course
development and validation

Led to Ph.D proposal & project

T #e TWO cultures AND THE

sjcintific r%_glution

MUSIC — Humanities

s

Head of Department: S. D. Banfield, MA (Cantab.), DPhil (Oxon.), FRCO
The Principal Course

Music may be taken in combination with American Studies, Biochemistry, Biology,
Chemistry, Classical Studies, Economics, Electronics, English, French, Geography,
Geology, German, Latin, Law, Mathematics, Physics, Politics, Psychology, Russian,

' Russian Studies, Sociology or a Double Language Combination (see p.63).




Background — Why Study Dance
Bands 1in Chester?

—  Wirral based wind band and dance — Research Questions

band — Finnegan (2007) refers to the ‘invisible

—  Heardalot of anecdotes about local but organised’ underlying structure of
dance bands in earlier decades, & Iocal music-making
observed overlapping social networks
of musicians — My study was based on a detailed

_ Curious! investigation of a specific local scene, in

this case, dance bands in Chester & North
ﬁl&;Rescue archaeology’ Wales

If not me, then who? — Goal: to contribute to a better
understanding of amateur and semi-
professional music-making in a regional
landscape

—  Why there? Why then? Who? & How?

Approached the problem using all of my
academic and professional experience:

- Arts, sciences, humanities and business

Didn’t encounter Digital Humanities as
a discipline until after the research was
complete
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Scene

Oral history project

— Based on Chester

— Also taking in Cheshire, North Wales, Wirral, Liverpool, plus other places in UK &

overseas
— 30 interviews
— 200+ photographs and images

— Most of this information was not available in public archives

3 minute video

— A flavour of what my interviewees were talking about..

(Roqal ﬂir qorﬂa flssu'falian

(RHYL & ABERGELE BRANCH)

Pavilion Rallroom, Rhyl
Friday, 5th October, 1962

Britain's Biggest
BATTLE OF BRITAIN BALL

and
Brilliant Finals of the
NORTH WALES DANCING CHAMPIONSHIPS

(OPEN TO THE WORLD)
Miss R.A.F.A (Rhyl) 1962
TICKETS 7/6d.

LUCKY PROGRAMME

WILF FIELD
Ne 169 & HIS ORCHESTRA
(of Chester Fame)

Licensed Bar AMPLE GENERAL DANCING — 80 p.m. — 1.0 a.m.

*

Programme 6d.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pAaglOYfg7o#t=11

Figure 2.5

The PRINCE 2 process mode|

Directing a Project

DP 4

DP1 [ opz | \

DP3 |

| v

Planning )“ * :

Planning and Project
Management

ECrown Copyright 2006. Reproduced under licerse from 0GC

— Advantages & disadvantages of doing humanities research while employed as a
scientist (with a business background & a classical music degree)...

— PRINCE2, M_o_R, Gannt charts, mind maps, Ishikawa diagrams... ©
— Spreadsheets, databases, backups, digitisation, audio and image processing... ©

— Epistemology? Oral history vs. ethnography? Pierre Bourdieu? :-(
— Generally, methodology was more of a minefield than | expected it to be

— & has proved very useful since finishing the Ph.D

— It definitely helps to be organised, & digital technology can help with that

— But it won’t learn about (e.g.) habitus for you

— Cheap e-books, Evernote and MindNode help, even then




Data acquisition, processing &
storage

— Raw data = audio recordings of % o haw — i s
. . % Fred MacMurray
interviews + photographs, % Gy Evane a0 <1184 201K
newspaper cuttings, etc. i

% Jimmy Huxley
% John Greaves

Recordings were on cassette 8 e

) L
:LesBrootkes g Mo W‘LF :lzda:k Vic;ers >
Transferred to .mp3 for remote sl la
tranSCFIptlon % Norman Frost o =2
I3 Percy Perret Arthur Bailey (3
I3 Pete Lacey ' 14

Or to music software for cleaning e
up & separation of tracks 53 Peer Prie

% Ray Cummings

‘_5,

% Reg Gorman
— Aslow process... % Roger Baley
% Ron Cooke
% Ron Darlington

Apple image software was a
huge help with the photos and % oy Lo

6 Roy Sainsbury

Cutti ngS % The Mill Hotel

‘ﬁ Tom Davenport

% Roy Mack
= S
% Ron Nixon

—  Separating & tidying up % TomPovey

’—3 Tony Faulkner
iﬁ- Tony Harper

— Tagging, annotations, automated % wit g
collections .




Starting from the data:

While waiting for the
interview transcripts, |
started work on the
images, which raised
some interesting
questions for further
investigation.

Coding and Analysis - Overview
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Coding and analysis —
Looking for relationships

B oigitl Media Interview Database
» [0 Bento Templates
> G Sport

i-| Thesis Editing Tasks

Interview Datab
Used Bento = :e::::w s [ surmame r— Instrument / Role Armed Forces... - In Wilf's Diary?
a ! Bands - Danny Morgan Saxophone Royal Navy
(single-user I venoee "
. [l Musical Styles and A... T Ray Cummings
FileMaker-type — oy
[l Historical Context Reg Pritchard

database) due to v roe Dee Depore)

[{mi Last 12 Months Don Owens .

cost, ease of use Laetlmess

Dave Crofts

Bandleader, piano, organ None - reserved occ...
Saxophone (alto)

Drums

Saxophone

Saxophone (alto, tenor) , bandle..

N N B<BN<N N<
LN N <N H<M<N<}
Isscesccace

Saxophone (tenor)

on M d C, & I N ks to et Chester music scene, venues, ballrooms

Stan Bowness etc during WWII
im I s Notes
p p e | a ge Harold Jones |
Harry Dennis Jones \- Clemences Where SpecSavers is. Back enfrance inSt...  1950s _ The Four Aces
2

2 Chester Town Hall Northgate Street Too sophisticated for Danny Morgan's pur... 1940s Danny Morgan

software. (A Des Jones
3 St Oswald's Cheyney Road Was attached to the church. Demolished &... 1940s Bernard Snook

Jimmy Chadburn
4 Chester College Parkgate Road Now University of Chester. Gym used for...  1940s Brian Cartwright

I a rge r rese a rc h e 2006 or 2007 ‘ Colin Gibson (early band)

Brian Roberts

team would have %8 Umroncs
m| BetwsNewYear
i m Derek Mitchell »
req u I red m DuoBrochureldeas 2008-02-1 | 00:00:00 [ _ p— S —
ng I S Mo 000000 Elosnume oo, B —IET i
something like - - e g

O+ E+
2 Cinema orchestras - demise due to 'talkies' 2 Competitions and games Slow Foxtrot

Interview Database Fields

H FIELL | 5 American (servicemen) 'arrived with their great music' Paul jones
|VO . Interview 4 - Danny Morgan |
Cost . Sea Cadets Palais Glide

Date Created = Talent' or ‘totty' (i.e. women, at dances) Hokey Cokey

Date Modified = 5 e g
Date Recorded ances finished at 10pm / 10:30pm es' Choice / La...

Date Transfe...
File Location Modern ballroom dancing

Discipline / good behaviour strictly enforced

Inteerew Nu... Royal Navy considered leave a privilege
Interviewee

Interviewer

Recording Fil... — . )
= @‘v v ‘ L! v Ty j’]

Sent for Tran... ‘ v
L Form Field Text Box Image Box Objects Themes Labels Shading Text Size Align Edges Form Unlocked
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Violence (at venues and dances)




Coding and analysis —
Looking for relationships

— Geographical and social networks

— HOW many." FV P |

— bands?
— venues?
— musicians?
— fans?
—  Wilf’s diary

— “...1know a man who can...”

— How to..

— analyse, describe, visualise, explain?

— Social Network Analysis, via “Throwing
Sheep in the Boardroom” & NodeXL


http://www.orgnet.com/slumlords.html
http://www.orgnet.com/slumlords.html

. Selected
Cities / Towns
Mentioned in

interviews

Mantioned. but not
shown on i map
s,

O
-,/}
€3

\

EDINBURGH

Visualisation and presentation

- Geography

.
Anglesey Hurt Bat

.
8 Jazz Club

.
i WMagnoks Jazz Band
Voughan Halls

»
M_,s,).,. A Povd Orchostn
’

L -
o Royohy Thestre o e o e
Roy \Wilhema (resident band] Royalty Theatre Band

.
Merseyspp Jazz Bard

.
.
Coop Hal | Korey Ball

Wid B Davaon
North
Wales

£ady J Kenmor

Gerry & the Pacemskers

g
The Marmalsde

&
Mungo Jemy

‘
Leo Seyer

Cheshire

Northrwich Memoriad Hall

.
Mersey \View

Created with NodeXL (hitp fincdexd codeghex com)

.
Dave Pearce (ressdont band;

.
Gary Gittter

Mapeat

Chestar Jnzz Ohb

.
Acker Bk

Chester Town Hall

| )
Edaon Lighthuse

.
The Fantastics

.
The Steampacket

.
Chrisfleton Insétue

Chester

-
RAF SUAthan Wales

.
St Athan Station Military Band

.
Wi Field Band(s)

-
Contrat Hal

South

S Aesemiti; Rooms

Pegay Dawson

iy Bncdard

.
 her Musc Mskars

Hurtry

Manchester

.
n Recreation Hall

Bands, Venues & Promoters (in Space)




d presentation
1al networks

]l soc

1Ca

Mus

Visualisation an

riz
]
£

-
25 M
=

=

Created with NodeXL (hitp-#nodexi.codeplex.com)

Orghammogram for John Medeski
("The Hammond Jazz Inventory")

/

Musical social networks for Chester dance bands —

early versions

Mark Lombardi — Conspirac

7



Visualisation and presentation —
Musical social networks

Created with NodeXL (http-//nodexl.codeplex.com)

/A /] \
“de

e e

S P |

Created with NadeXL (http://nodex]. codeplex. com)

Teasing out the patterns

Colour-coded clusters

n.b: These diagrams ended up in an appendix to the thesis, but were critical in identifying key themes and
relationships for the final theoretical analysis. There is plenty still to investigate here.



Writing up

“FINAL doc

7
FINAL _rev.8.commentsS.

T
FINAL _rev.6.COMMENTS. doc CORRECTIONG. doc

JORGE CHAM @ 2012

' h)
FINAL_rev.18.comments?. FINAL_rev.zzwmménTm.
corrections?.MORE.30.do¢  corrections.10. #@%%WHYDD

WWW.PHDCOMICS.COM
**footnote: Thanks to Matt from UCLA for this comic idea!

iPhoto & Bento
Evernote

EndNote (or equivalent)
Dropbox (ditto)

Scapple & MindNode

Scrivener

— Designed for really big documents

Word

— Not designed for really big documents
Time Machine

phdcomics.com

Facebook & Twitter

Version Control

Logical file naming conventions



http://phdcomics.com/

M—Mmland

Conclusions

— Lessons learned

Future plans
—  Digital techniques are just that: techniques e 44™ |[CTM World Conference, July 2017
—  Need sound theoretical frameworks, appropriate to the * Work with the Digital Humanities Centre

discipline(s), as well

—  Sometimes, if you wait a while, technology catches up (&

saves you a job)

—  Backups. Lots of them.

The dangers of having “Two Cultures” that don’t
collaborate enough are still with us:-

"Today, bereft of understanding of fundamental issues
and writings in the development of liberal democracy,

computer geeks devise ever better ways to track people...

simply because they can. ... Humanists on the other hand
do not understand the underlying technology and are
convinced, for example, that tracking meta-data means
the government reads their emails.”

llves (2014).

e Virtual River Park Ballroom
* with Lee Beever & University of
Liverpool
* Virtual Weirdstone / Harry Potter
* Cholera & Climate Change — Tipping
Points



<div style="position:relative;height:0;padding-bottom:56.25%"><iframe src="https:/www.youtube.com/embed/nqjWmo185i8?ecver=2" style="position:absolute;width:100%;height:100%;left:0" width="640" height="360" frameborder="0" allowfullscreen></iframe
<div style="position:relative;height:0;padding-bottom:56.25%"><iframe src="https:/www.youtube.com/embed/nqjWmo185i8?ecver=2" style="position:absolute;width:100%;height:100%;left:0" width="640" height="360" frameborder="0" allowfullscreen></iframe
https://youtu.be/nqjWmo185i8
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